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Educational Characteristics of the Labor Force
Table 1

Aged 25 and Over

1980, 2000, 2020

*Assumes that subsequent cohorts have same education at age 25 as the cohort age 25 in 2000.

Source: Ellwood (2001). 5
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Gaps In Ability Open Up Early
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Once we control for family 

background, the gaps in ability greatly 

diminish
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• Experiments indicate that these relationships are 

causal

• Improvements in family environments enhance 

outcomes and affect both cognitive and 

noncognitive skills

• If we start early, we can even raise IQ
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